
1

Using both local-scale and 

territory-wide planning to build 

a network of protected areas 

in the Northwest Territories

Photo: D. Mulders CWS

Joanna M. Wilson

Protected Areas Biologist

Environment and Natural Resources

Government of the NWT
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- Land conservation processes in NWT

- Comparison of community-identified areas with areas 

identified for ecological representation

- Augmenting a network of protected areas with 

ecological representation

- Meshing territory-wide planning with community-level 

planning
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Existing and 

potential 

conservation 

areas

ÅMostly identified       

through 

communities

ÅMoving forward 

through different 

processes

Conservation Zones

ÅPrimarily driven by areas 

communities want to see protected

Åscience also weighs in

Regional Land Use Planning
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National Parks

Work directly with communities

ÅRequires local and regional support

The Protected Areas 

Strategy is driven by

community decisions

òNortherners know best 

which lands and waters 

are most critical to 

sustaining their land-

based economies, 

values and cultures.ó  
(NWT Protected Areas Strategy)



4

CULTURE
ÅCultural landscape

ÅSpiritual significance

ÅSacred place

ÅArchaeological sites

ÅHeritage resources

ÅTraditional use area

ÅTravel corridor

ÅMeeting place

HARVESTING
Harvesting area for

ÅWildlife

ÅWaterfowl

ÅFish

ÅBerries

HABITAT
ÅWildlife

Primarily harvested species 

(e.g. caribou, moose, Dallôs 

sheep, furbearers)

ÅWaterfowl

ÅFish

WATER
ÅDrinking water

ÅWatershed

ÅHeadwaters

To use existing legislation to 

provide permanent protection 

to

¦Special natural and 

cultural areas

NWT Protected Areas Strategy

Goals
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To use existing legislation to 

provide permanent protection 

to

¦Special natural and 

cultural areas

¦Core representative 

areas in each 

ecoregion

NWT Protected Areas Strategy

National Ecological Framework for Canada 1996

Goals

Core Representative Areas

What are they?

Samples of 

the different 

landscapes 

and species �±
both common 

and unique

J. Wilson GNWT ENR

No industrial 

development


