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Symposium

Boreal Zone Protected Areas

- Towards Protecting International Natural Heritage –

Hôtel du Capitole – Québec City, Quebec

September 16th to 19th, 2008

Click on the blue text (links) to go to the corresponding sections
The Canadian Council on Ecological Areas is inviting representatives of organizations responsible for protected areas in Canada, i.e. managers, researchers, professionals and representatives from non-governmental organizations interested in protecting Canadian boreal biodiversity, to participate in a symposium on boreal zone protected areas.

Background

Over the last few years, the need to better protect natural areas has reached unprecedented levels at all levels of government. The principles on which traditional programs for protected areas are based differ in regions of Canada. While some place importance on the representation of major ecosystems, others emphasize the productivity of wildlife habitats, the types of ecosystems or forests, on the rarity of species or they use other criteria.

Legislation, regulations, policies, practices and semantics in the field of natural heritage conservation also vary across Canada. The various jurisdictions follow through on international commitments and public concerns by expanding the definitions of heritage to encompass nature and culture and their concept of governance. 

Recent research has shown how complex ecological interactions are in the boreal zone and may render biodiversity vulnerable as a result of development projects and environmental disasters. 

In order to be effective, legislation, strategic plans and action plans for protecting and maintaining biodiversity must therefore include the issues regarding the uniqueness of the boreal ecosystem and regional communities that live there. 

What successes and challenges have there been in creating protected areas in the boreal zone, and what are the plans for sharing advances that might influence us? This symposium will seek to find answers to these questions. 

Invitation to Speakers

The Canadian Council on Ecological Areas (CCEA) is launching a global call for knowledge of practices and lessons learned that demonstrate how protected areas represent a key tool in protecting biodiversity in the Canadian boreal zone and specifically reducing in the impact of climate change on it.

The CCEA is looking for speakers who can present accomplishments, examples of projects or initiatives in terms of protected areas, that testify to changes in how planning, management or adaptation policies can be used to improve the efficiency of boreal zone protected areas. 

We encourage you to share your initiatives and accomplishments, both nationally and regionally.  

Interested individuals are asked to submit abstracts describing projects in their jurisdictions or fields of action that showcase practices or lessons learned, that testify to positive changes, successes or advances that can be shared. 

Proposed lectures on related issues can also be considered by the organizing committee.  

Symposium Objectives

· Establish and build connections amongst the network of conservation specialists within the network of Canadian organizations responsible for protected areas. 

· Provide an overview for protected area managers and other interested participants of the situations that testify to significant changes in planning, management or in the adaptation of policies and regulations. 
· Report on the various experiences and present situations that highlight the integration of biodiversity protection and consideration of regional communities, including Aboriginal communities. 

· Report on successes in boreal zone protected areas in various Canadian jurisdictions. 

· Identify new issues or cross-cutting issues that might lead to new directions and methods for responding to these issues. 

Participants

The sharing of knowledge and experiences that will result from this symposium can provide valuable assistance in improving implementation of boreal zone protected area networks. 

This symposium is a unique opportunity for all professionals, managers, organization representatives and all organizations involved in the protection of boreal zone ecosystems to present research results, discuss what they know and offer ideas on current and new issues. 

This meeting will also offer participants the opportunity to visit Québec City, which is celebrating its 400th anniversary this year, and to visit an area that encompasses 10.7% of protected areas, including three provincial parks and a marine park. 

Further, you will find a preliminary program overview for the symposium.

Dates and Location

The symposium will take place from September 16th to 19th 2008, at the Hôtel du Capitole in Québec City at the entrance to the historical section of Old-Québec, a world heritage site. This event is organized jointly by the Ministère du Développement durable, de l’Environnement et des Parcs du Québec and the Canadian Council on Ecological Areas (CCEA). It will coincide with the CCEA’s annual general meeting. For more information, you can consult the CCEA Internet site. 

Register as soon as possible:
· Before August 15th, 2008 to take advantage of the block of rooms placed at your disposal; 
· Before September 3rd, 2008, because the number of participants is limited.
Program Overview 

	
	Tuesday, September 16th
	Wednesday, September 17th
	Thursday, September 18th
	Friday, September 19th

	Morning
	
	8:30 a.m.: Opening of the Symposium

9h00 : Conférencier d’ouverture

9:30 a.m. – Noon: Presentations on boreal protected areas.

These presentations were the subject of solicited communications. 
	8:30 – Noon: Presentations on boreal protected areas.

These presentations were the subject of solicited communications. 


	8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.: FIELD TRIP

A half-day field trip to the Marais du Nord  in the morning, and a full-day field trip to the Parc national des Hautes-Gorges-de-la-Rivière-Malbaie .

. 

There is limited space (minimum 20, maximum 40), priority will be given to the first registrants before sept. 3, 2008.



	Noon
	
	Lunch: Noon – 1:30 p.m.
	Lunch: Noon – 1:30 p.m.
	

	Afternoon
	6:00 - 8:00 p.m.: Arrival and registration

8:00 p.m. reception
	1:30 – 4:30 p.m.: Presentations on boreal protected areas. 

These presentations were the subject of solicited communications.

5:00 p.m.

CCEA annual meeting
	1:30 – 4:30 p.m.: Presentations on new issues and general subjects.

7:00 p.m. CCEA banquet with invited guest speaker and awarding of recognition awards.


	Departure

	Evening
	
	
	
	


Please Register Before 3 September 2008 

To register for the symposium, please complete the enclosed form and return it to:

Mark Richardson

Environment Canada (for the CCEA Secretariat)

Habitat Landscape Conservation and Biodiversity Standards

Canadian Wildlife Service

3-351 Saint-Joseph Blvd. 
Gatineau, Quebec  

K1A 0H3

mark.richardson@ec.gc.ca
Telephone: 819-934-6064

Fax: 819-994-4445

REGISTRATION FORM

Boreal Zone Protected Areas – Towards Protecting International Natural Heritage

Québec City, Quebec – September 16th to 19th 2008

Hôtel du Capitole 
Name:      
Organization:      
Title:      
Address:      
City:      



Province/State:       
Postal code:      
Telephone:      


Fax:      
E-mail:      
	REGISTRATION FEES

(includes lunches)

	
	Before September 3rd 2008


	After September 2nd 2008
	One day (without field trip)

	Regular
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ($250)

(includes field trip)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ($300)

(includes field trip)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ($175)

	Student
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ($125)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ($150)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ($100)

	BANQUET

($50 / ticket)

	Number of tickets wanted


	      x $50

	Meal Details:

	· Would you like vegetarian meals?    

                         FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

	· Do you have any food allergies?           

                  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

Specify (if applicable):      


	TOTAL COST:
	     


I would like an invoice.  FORMCHECKBOX 

Field Trip (Space is limited (minimum 20, maximum 40),  priority will be given to the first registrants, beore Sept. 3, 2008): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I will participate to the half-day field trip , AM, to the Marais du Nord (add $ 25 for additional person).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I will participate to the full-day field trip at the Parc national des Hautes-Gorges-de-la-Rivière-Malbaie (add $60 for additional person).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I will not be participating to any field trips.

Cancellation Policy

Participants can cancel their registration at no cost no later than September 2nd, 2008. After this date, 50% of  registration fees will be reimbursed. For cancellations, please call 819-934-6064.

Please return the registration form before September 3rd. Payments can be made in advance by cheque or money order (payable to the Canadian Council on Ecological Areas) or onsite using cash, cheque or money order. Receipts will be issued during the symposium. 

CONFERENCE LOCATION

Hôtel du Capitole

972 Saint-Jean Street

Québec City, Quebec  G1R 1R5

Telephone: 418 694-4040 or toll-free at 1 800 363-4040

Internet site: www.lecapitole.com
A block of rooms has been set aside.  Please make your own reservations directly with the Hôtel du Capitole. Room availability and rates cannot be guaranteed past August, 15th, 2008. The rate is $105, single or double occupancy. Please ask for Ms. Véronique Forest (Tuesday to Saturday, inclusively), mention that you are attending the conference being organized by the CCEA and reservation number #173461, or by e-mail: forestv@lecapitole.com 

PLEASE RETURN REGISTRATION FORM TO
Mark Richardson

Environment Canada (on behalf of the CCEA Secretariat)

Habitat Landscape Conservation and Biodiversity Standards

Canadian Wildlife Service

Environment Canada

3-351 St. Joseph Blvd.
Gatineau, Quebec

K1A 0H3

Mark.Richardson@ec.gc.ca
Phone: 819-934-6064

Fax: 819-994-4445

Meeting Site and Accommodation Options

A block of 35 rooms has been reserved at the Hôtel du Capitole where the conference is to take place. The hotel is situated in the heart of Old-Québec, in an historic site where the architectural beauty makes it a remarkable location. The room rate was negotiated at $105 per night, simple or double occupancy. As the reservation of this block of rooms expires on August 15th, 2008, please make your reservations before this date, directly with personnel at the Hôtel du Capitole, indicating that you are attending the symposium being organized by the Canadian Council on Ecological Areas (CCEA):

· Reservation number #173461

· Telephone: 418-694-4040 or toll-free at 1 800 363-4040

· Ask for Ms. Véronique Forest (Tuesday to Saturday, inclusively); or
· By e-mail: forestv@lecapitole.com.

Contact Information

Hôtel du Capitale

972 Saint-Jean Street

Québec City, Quebec G1R 1R5

Telephone: 418-694-4040 or toll-free at 1 800 363-4040

Other rooms are also available at other hotels within walking distance: 

Hôtel Palace Royal
775 Honoré-Mercier Avenue
Québec City, Quebec  G1R 6A5
Telephone: 418-694-2000, or toll-free at 1 800 567-5276

Hôtel Courtyard Marriott de Québec
850 Place d’Youville

Québec City, Quebec  G1R 3P6

Telephone: 418-694-4004

To obtain more informations on nearby accommodations, please consult these Internet sites: 

· Official web site of Québec City Tourism 

· Official tourism site of the Government of Quebec
Getting to Québec City

Follow this Internet map to see how to get into Québec City.

Road Map

[image: image3.png]Développement durable,
Environnement
et Parcs

4
Québec




For participants arriving at the Québec City International Airport, taxi services will be available for easy access to the downtown area. 

Abstract Preparation and Proposal

Deadline for submitting a summary: 22 August 2008

People wanting to make presentations at the symposium must send in an abstract before August 22nd, 2008. Abstracts must be no more than 500 words, including the name of the author, his/her title and organization. They must also be accompanied by a two-paragraph biography for the purposes of presenting the author during the symposium. These documents must be sent to Ms. Stéphanie Gaudreau at the following address, stephanie.gaudreau@mddep.gouv.qc.ca, in Word or WordPerfect format, no later than    August 22nd, 2008. 

The organizers would like to receive between 20 and 22 presentations on subjects pertaining to the various aspects that led to successes, gains or ways of dealing with new issues that can influence us in terms of boreal zone protected areas. 

Presentations can be made in English or French, as speaker wishes. 

These presentations will be the subject of a brief 20-minutes presentation and a 10-minutes questions period.  

Presentation summaries will be included in a special edition of the ECO bulletin published by CCEA in the fall of 2008 or spring of 2009. 

Selection Criteria: 

1. The presentation or initiative must be compliant with the subjects sought; 

2. The information must specifically address results and adaptation potential; 

3. Geographic distribution considerations must be taken into account. 

The projects that meet the selection criteria will be evaluated by the symposium’s organizing committee. 

What is a practice or lesson learned? A good practice must have innovative qualities and results, as well as the possibility of being reproduced elsewhere. It must also involve one or more initiatives such as: 
· The promotion of adaptation measures for protecting boreal zone biodiversity; 

· Legislation, policies, regulations and plans established for the protection of biodiversity and their adaptation in the boreal zone; 

· Training and teaching regarding the importance and need of combining local communities, protected areas and adaptation to climate change; 

· The reduction in catastrophe risks and adaptation to climate change, which includes biodiversity maintenance needs and concerns; 

· Programs that encourage greater participation and contribution by local communities; 

· Practical measures that allow protected areas to be better constituted to face events that will take place due to climate change; 

· Involvement of Aboriginal communities in planning (sharing of traditional knowledge, traditional use of the land) and the management of protected areas in the boreal forest. 

For example, the presentation of a good practice or a lesson learned in terms of protected area could focus on the following items: 

· What type of project or initiative is involved 

· When did the project or initiative start 

· Is it still in progress 

· If that is not the case, when did it end 

· Are there plans for a second phase

· Where was the project or initiative implemented (country, province, territory, municipality)

· Who were the partners who implemented the project and what were their respective roles 

· Who are the beneficiaries 

· Who implemented, funded, sponsored or defended the project or initiative 

· What makes it a good practice 

· What were the keys to the success or the causes of the failure of this initiative 

· What are the innovative elements 

· How was the project or initiative implemented 
· What was the impact on reducing of catastrophe risks and adaptation to climate change 

· What concrete results can be checked 

· What were the main obstacles facing this project or initiative? 

· How were they overcome 

· What key lessons were learned from this practice

· In the future, how can we improve similar projects or initiatives 

· How could we reproduce this practice in a different context 

Symposium Organizing Committee 

	Ministère du Développement durable, de l’Environnement et des Parcs du Québec
	Canadian Council on Ecological Areas

	Jacques Perron

Service des aires protégées

Direction du patrimoine écologique et des parcs

675 René-Lévesque Blvd. East

4th floor, Box 21

Québec City, Quebec  G1R 5V7

Telephone: 418-521-3907, ext. 4898

E-mail: jacques.perron@mddep.gouv.qc.ca
Patrick Beauchesne, Director

Direction du patrimoine écologique et des parcs

675 René-Lévesque Blvd. East

4th Floor, Box 21

Québec City, Quebec  G1R 5V7

Telephone: 418-521-3907, ext. 4783

E-mail: patrick.beauchesne@mddep.gouv.qc.ca
Jean Gagnon

Service des parcs

Direction du patrimoine écologique et des parcs

675 René-Lévesque Blvd. East

4th  Floor, Box 21

Québec City, Quebec  G1R 5V7

Telephone: 418-521-3907, ext. 4782

E-mail: jean.gagnon@mddep.gouv.qc.ca
Marcelle Ruest

Service des aires protégées

Direction du patrimoine écologique et des parcs

675 René-Lévesque Blvd. East

4th Floor, Box 21

Québec City, Quebec  G1R 5V7

Telephone: 418-521-3907, ext. 4692

E-mail: marcelle.ruest@mddep.gouv.qc.ca

	Robert Hélie
Canadian Wildlife Service

Environment Canada
3-351 Saint-Joseph Blvd. 
Gatineau, Quebec K1A 0H3

Tel: 819-953-7935
E-mail: robert.helie@ec.gc.ca
John P. Vandall, Treasurer

Canadian Council on Ecological Areas

Regina, Saskatchewan  

E-mail: jvandall@accesscomm.ca
Mark Richardson

Canadian Wildlife Service

Environment Canada 

Habitat Landscape Conservation and Biodiversity Standards

3-351 Saint-Joseph Blvd. 
Gatineau, Quebec K1A 0H3

mark.richardson@ec.gc.ca
Telephone: 819-934-6064

Fax: 819-994-4445
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