Quebec’s government announces $25M program for the protection of natural areas on private lands

The new $25M program “Partenaire pour la nature”, that offers an innovative approach to private stewardship, was announced by the ministre du Développement durable, de l’Environnement et des Parcs, Mrs. Line Beauchamp, on January 22nd. 

This program will allow for an unprecedented development of Quebec’s protected areas network on private lands. The land acquired for conservation purposes by environmental organizations, with the financial help of Quebec’s government as well as their own funds, will mainly be located in peri-urban and agro-forested areas of southern Quebec. The government’s financial help for the above-mentioned land acquisition projects will represent a minimum of 50% of the admissible costs linked to the realization of those projects. Substantial financial help for the start-up of properties endowment fund will also be granted by the Quebec’s government.

The new program “Partenaires pour la nature” also offers some financial incentives to individual landowners for the protection of specifically selected wetlands as well as threatened or vulnerable floristic species’ habitat that have a high ecologival value.

A program with three main components

The main emphasis will be put on projects aimed at the direct protection of natural areas either through land acquisition or private stewardship by the landowner themselves. Theses newly created protected areas will help to consolidate properties that have already been acquired for protected area purposes through the preceding financial help programs as well as favouring the establishment of conservation corridors.

A second component of the program “Partenaires pour la nature” will finance various conservation projects such as ecological surveys, strategic conservation plans or environmental awareness projects for areas of special ecological interest. The third component will support projects for the recognition of nature reserve. Some 80 environmental organizations and landowners should benefit from that program. 

More information on the program can be found at “Partenaires pour la nature” (French)
